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Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria 
October 2025 – Volume 50 – Number 9 

 
 

 

 
 

The MMCCV is a member of the AOMC. ARN.  A0001386N ABN 47849670294 
Send all correspondence to: PO Box 354, Balwyn Vic. 3103 

Web Address: http://www.morrisminorvic.org.au 
Email secretary@morrisminorvic.org.au 

 

http://www.morrisminorvic.org.au/
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Club meetings are held on the second Thursday of each month. 

NEXT MEETING: 

Club Meeting on Thursday 9th October 2025 
Meeting to commence at 8:00 pm. Our President, Russell Hatton will send a Zoom link a few days prior to the meeting for 

those unable to or not wishing to attend in person.  
at the Horrie Watson Pavilion Deepdene Park, Whitehorse Road, Deepdene 3103 

on the traditional lands of the Wurundjeri Woi-wurrung people 
(Melways Map 46 Ref. A8) 

Club Committee Members 2024/2025 
 

President Russell Hatton president@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Vice President Vacant vicepresident@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Secretary Mark Bosley secretary@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Treasurer Jim Gourlay treasurer@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Club Captain Vacant clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Membership Officer Jim Gourlay membership@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Editor Barbara Went editor@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Regalia Sales Alan Todd regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Webmaster  webmaster@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Database Manager John Druery johnann@iinet.net.au 
CPS Registrar Geoff Shepherd morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com 
Deputy CPS signatory 
Club Historian 
Facebook Administrator 

Neil Cheney 
Brenda Stork 
Graham Dines 

 
clubhistorian@morrisminorvic.org.au 
grahamdines22@gmail.com 

   
General Support Volunteers 
Marcus Ball;  
Thanks to everyone who helps with the various chores necessary for the successful running of the club. 

 
Members wishing to view THE GENERATOR on the Club Website, please use the following… 
Web Address: www.morrisminorvic.org.au 
Username: mmccv 

 
The Generator will be uploaded to the Website within a week or 10 days of the electronic version is made available to 
members. 

 
DISCLAIMER 

 

This publication contains general information which does not necessarily reflect the views of the Club, its Committee or Editor and 
should not be relied upon without specific advice from a qualified professional. 

 
The Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria Inc. expressly disclaims liability for anything done or omitted to be done by any person as a 
consequence of the contents of this publication. 

The Club and its Officers shall not be responsible for any transactions begun as a result of information published herein nor any 
misrepresentation made by an advertiser. Anyone wishing to reprint an article can do so provided the source is acknowledged 

 
BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER 
BSB No : 633 000 
ACCOUNT No : 1469 35168 
ACCOUNT NAME : Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria Inc. 
In the reference field, please quote your Membership Number and what the payment is for. 

mailto:president@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:vicepresident@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:secretary@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:treasurer@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:membership@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:editor@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:webmaster@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:johnann@iinet.net.au
mailto:morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com
mailto:clubhistorian@morrisminorvic.org.au
http://www.morrisminorvic.org.au/
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IMPORTANT UPDATE TO CLUB PERMIT SCHEME 
Important: The following rules apply from 1st September 2025 

 
ALL Club Permit Holders. 

For new applications and renewals please mail your forms to: 
CPS Registrar Mail: PO Box 1112 South Melbourne 3205.  Or  Email   morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com   

enquires PH Geoff Shepherd 0419 13 77 11 
It is the Club Member’s responsibility to send renewals and applications in a timely manner. 

 
New Permits (Morris Minor and non-Morris Minor Vehicles and Motorcycles) 

You must be either a life member or financial (paid up) member before you can apply for a new permit. An 
application fee of $20 is required. Payment can be made via cash or cheque to the MMCCV Secretary or a 

Committee member at MMCCV monthly meetings. There is no 6-month membership qualification time for any 
Morris Minor vehicle for new members. 

 
When applying for a permit for a: 

Morris Minor 
Email or mail a copy of the vehicles current RWC, proof of ownership and the following (2) VicRoads forms 1. Club 

Permit Application form 2. Vehicle Eligibility and Standards Declaration for Club Permit Scheme Vehicle form. 
 

Non-Morris Minor Vehicles and Motorcycles 
Applications must be accompanied by all the above plus proof of current registration of a Morris Minor vehicle 
held in the name of the applicant. Members wanting to register a Non-Morris Minor or motorcycle must have 

been a member of our Club for at least 6 months. 
 

All Morris Minor and Non-Morris Minor vehicle applications must include (6) recent photos: 
 

1. Vehicle front 2. Vehicle rear 3. Vehicle driver’s side 
4. Vehicle driving position (side 

on, driver’s door open) 
5. Chassis no or ID plate 6. Vehicle engine bay 

 
Motorcycle photos should include 1,2 & 5 (above) plus LHS RHS views and speedo. 

Mailed photos should be signed and dated on back. Electronic photos are authenticated by email date. 
 

You must notify The Committee of your red plate permit number within 48 hours of VicRoads issue via email to 
morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com . Failure to notify the Committee of your club permit number can have serious 

consequences for the Club and may cause the Club’s permit scheme to be suspended by VicRoads for failure to 
keep up to date records. 

Renewals 
Remember to sign your renewal application. If your application is not signed it will be returned to you. No photos 
are required for renewal applications. Please email or, if mailing, send a stamped self-addressed envelope with 

VicRoads Renewal form. No renewal reminders will be issued to permit holders. Please do not request the 
Committee to mail your renewal and payment to VicRoads. 

 
Rules Regarding Club CPS Responsibilities 

A vehicle is not eligible for a Club Permit if any of the following conditions exist: 
The member has ceased to be financial. 

The vehicle is being used for commercial gain. 
The vehicle is unroadworthy. 

The vehicle is sold with logbook and plates. 
The vehicle is sold to a friend so that a new logbook might be obtained. 

Further information on the Club Permit Scheme (CPS) can be found on the VicRoads website. 
 

mailto:morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com
mailto:morrisminorclubplates@gmail.com
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President’s Report November 2025 
 

  
Hi Everyone  
Welcome to my first report as President. Firstly, I would like to thank our outgoing committee members, 
Stewart Carr (President), Katie Hamilton (Treasure) and Ed James (Secretary). All three have spent many 
years on the committee and made an enormous contribution in keeping the club running smoothly and 
providing a variety of runs and events for all club members to enjoy.  
This month has been a busy one with the General Meeting being followed up with the AGM. In addition, Jim 
Gourlay has done an amazing job in preparing our application for insurance through the AOMC insurance 
plan. Jim has the application and risk management assessment ready to submit in plenty of time for the end 
of October cutoff.   
The event for September was the Memorial Run to remember former club members. This was a combined 
event with the Geelong Morris Minor and BMC Car Club which was held at a Bistro at the Melton 
Entertainment Centre. There were 12 Morris Minors, 1 Vauxhall Cresta, 1 MGB and an Alvis, with around 45 
members attending. A trophy was awarded for People’s Choice, and we received feedback that everyone 
attending had a fabulous time. We look forward to more combined club events in the future and special 
thanks to Rick and his team from Geelong for organising this run.  
It is important that I also note, that whilst we have been able to fill the key roles on the committee required 
to keep the club running, we urgently need more members to fill vacant positions. As mentioned by Stewart 
at the AGM, without support, particularly on the committee, the future of our club is uncertain. We have 
strong membership numbers; we just need some more members to help out and keep this wonderful club 
functioning. Remember ‘many hands make light work’, and we welcome new ideas and approaches.  I think 
we are a pretty enjoyable and relaxed group to work with – so if you generally have one night free a month 
and like to make a difference, then reach out to a committee member and we can chat about opportunities.  
I look forward to seeing as many members as we can at the October meeting. This month we have Judy 
Shephard as a guest speaker. Judy is an Occupational Therapist and Driver Assessor and will be covering the 
very interesting topic of elderly drivers and licencing.   
In the meantime,  
 
Keep On Morrying.  
 
Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria 
Russell Hatton 
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MMCCV Marketplace  
CLUB REGALIA 

Want to buy some gear? Contact Alan Todd 

Mobile 0419 505 200 or email 

regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au 

From now on we are aiming to include a list of all the regalia items we have for sale. This will make it easier for you to know 
what we have in stock so you can order directly from Alan Todd who is our Regalia manager.  

Contact Alan Todd Mobile 0419 505 200 or email regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au 
 

 
This list will be revised in the next few months to be a more extensive representation of our stock. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

    

Long Line Jacket 
$75 

Reversible Vest 
$45 

Long Sleeve Rugby 
$40 

Short Sleeve Polo 
$35 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Club Badge Keyring 
$5 

Club Cloth Patch 
$12 

Club Mug 
$10 

Club Logo Cap 
$15 

Apparel available to order… 
 
Chambray shirts (pale blue) with club logo. $39. 
Navy Scarf with logo. $17. 
Club lapel badge. $10. 
Various badges. 
 

mailto:regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au
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Club Captain Report October 2025 
 

 
Hello members. 
 
It is members that make the club run successfully.  
If you have any suggestions for runs or events, please contact any member of the committee or Mark 
Bosley - 0407 418 115 or  clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au 
 
9th October Club General Meeting – Speaker: 
Guest speaker. Judy Shepherd is an Occupational Therapist and Driver Assessor, who will be covering the very 
interesting topic of elderly drivers and licencing.   
 
The Percy Scicluna Morrykhana - October Sunday 26 October 
Roxburgh College, Thomas Brunton Parade, Roxburgh Park 

A fun day evaluating your driving skills and checking your cars performance.Lunch provided at college. 

Meet at Thomastown McDonalds 30 Dalton Road Thomastown @ 09:00 or at College @10:00 
Please RSVP by 10 October to Stewart Carr 0409 215 907 so that we can arrange catering numbers. 
 
November 
We are trying to organise a barefoot bowling afternoon or another run. 
I will keep you updated closer to event. 
 
December -Christmas function – Saturday 6 December 
We have decided to make a change to our Christmas function and move it to a lunch time event. We 
believe this will allow more people to come and drive their cars. 
We have also decided not to continue with The Manningham Club as our Christmas venue due to costs and 
roadworks close to venue. More information to come. Save the date. 
Christmas visit to Thorpe Garage 
Late November or mid-December 
Mince pies and Christmas cake, a chat, and technical information. 
We will need volunteer cars for inspection. 
More information to come. 
 
Mark Bosley - 0407 418 115 or  clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au 
Club Captain 

 

mailto:clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au
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TREASURER’S REPORT 
Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria Inc. 

2024-2025 Treasurer’s Report 
 
 
 

Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria 
Inc. ABN 47 849 670 294 
11 September 2025 

 
Good evening. 

The current financial status of the club remains very sound, and the Committee has agreed not to increase 
membership fees for the coming year. 

The Club has operated an unusual 15-month period in order to bring the Club in line ATO financial year 
thus complying with the ATOs redefined requirements. As many of you will know, a meeting was held at 
the AOMC with the ATO Director of Not for Profit advising that social car clubs do not qualify for an 
exemption to completing a tax return. This is different to what was advised by them in the past. As such 
the club must lodge a tax return or return not necessary paperwork with them. To comply with these 
requirements, the club held a Special meeting in February to change our financial year to 30 June in line 
with the ATO’s financial year. 

The club accounts have been independently reviewed and found to represent an accurate reflection of 
the activities for the period. It was noted that The Club purchased a defibrillator, and this and other 
assets have been added to an Assets Register as suggested and will be depreciated over a 5 year period. 
A copy of the review is available to any member who wishes to receive one. 

A summary of the accounts for the 15 months ending 30 June 2025 is as follows: 

2024-25 
• Receipts $13,527 
• Expenditure $13,096 
• Total Cash Assets as at 30 June 2025

 $9,996 Made up of 

• Operating Account $4,756 
• Term Deposit Balance $5,240 

 
The TD will mature on 13 June 2025 The 

club has no outstanding liabilities or debts. 

In order to fulfill our ATO requirements, a tax assessment was completed for both the 2023-24 and 2024-
25 years. The taxable income did not exceed the minimum threshold of $416 for either year, so a Return 
not Necessary form was submitted for both financial years. We have now completed all our requirements 
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for the ATO. 

I have enjoyed the role as Treasurer for the club for the past six years, however I will not be standing for the 
position in the coming year. I’d like to thank Stewart, Braidy and the current and past committee members 
for all their work in keeping this great organisation going and wish the new committee all the best in the 
coming year. 

 

 
Katie Hamilton 
Hon Treasurer 

Morris Minor Car Club Vic Inc 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT OCTOBER 2025 
 

Membership statistics are as follows: 

166 Financial members including 7 Life members. 

 

New Member: 

Samantha Ellis #1844, has joined as a full member and we look forward to seeing her and her recently 
restored 1957 Morris 1000 on a future club runs. See Samantha’s story in a separate section of this 
month’s newsletter. 

Club Name Badges:  

These are available for $15 per person, contact me to order a badge. Come to a meeting wearing your 
badge and be in the running to choose a prize from the raffle table. 

 

Jim Gourlay, Membership Officer 

 

GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE MORRIS MINOR CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA 
INC. 

HELD AT THE HORRIE WATSON HALL, DEEPDENE AND ALSO VIA ZOOM ON  
THURSDAY 11TH SEPTEMBER 2025 

 
The President welcomed the members present and online and opened the meeting at 8.01pm. 
 
Committee Members Present: President: Stewart Carr; Vice President: Russell Hatton;  
Secretary: Ed James; Editor: Barb Went; Membership: Jim Gourlay; Treasurer: Katie Hamilton;  
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Club Captain: Mark Bosley; and Regalia: Alan Todd. 
 
Attendance: Approximately 24 members were present and online.  
 
Apologies: Geoff Shepherd. 
 
Visitors and New Members: Nil. 
 
Acceptance of Minutes: Minutes of the previous meeting held 14th August 2025 accepted on the motion of 
Russell Hatton and seconded by Alan Todd. 
 
President’s Report: As per the Generator. 
 
Vice President’s Report: Russell provided an update on recent events including the run to the Point Cook 
RAAF Museum.  
 
Secretary’s Report: Ed advised on coming events and that various items of information have been received 
by email and forwarded to appropriate office bearers.  Notice received of forthcoming Euroa Show and 
Shine on 5th October 2025.  Some enquiries received about the sale of Morris Minors and/or parts together 
with technical requests. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: Katie advised that we have a current operating balance of $5,892.86.  With our term 
deposit of $5,240.37 we have a combined balance of our accounts of $11,133.23. 
 
Membership Officer’s Report: Jim advised that all membership fees have been collected and that 14 or 15 
have not renewed.  We currently have 166 members including 7 Life members. 
 
Club Captain’s Report: Mark advised of future runs as follows:   

• A Memorial Run to Melton on 28th September. 
• The Morrykana will be held at Roxburgh College on 26th October. 
• For November we are looking at a possible barefoot bowling event.  If not we will do another run.  

The Bendigo Swap Meet and the Point Nepean Car Show are also on in this month; 
• In December we are looking at another event at Thorpes together with our Christmas Party.  More 

details on the Christmas Party will be provided at the next meeting. 
Mark is looking for suggestions or ideas for future runs or events for next year and is planning to do some 
of the events with other clubs.  The February run will be a swap meet. 
CPS Officer’s Report: Nil as Geoff absent. 
 
Regalia: Alan advised that a stock take of the Regalia items has been undertaken and some items will be 
sold off cheaply to clear older stock.  Also, some irrelevant books from our library will be given away at 
meetings. 
 
Editor’s Report: Barb will do another calendar that will be available at our next meeting.  They will sell for 
$25 each.  She also advised that for the next meeting she has invited Judy Shepherd an Occupational 
Therapist who does driver assessments of older people who have been referred to her by GP’s, etc. She 
will discuss this process.   
 
AOMC Report: Stewart reported on the most recent AOMC meeting held in Maldon which included an 
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update on the implementation of the insurance package, the new AOMC handbook being produced as the 
club permit rules have changed due in part to VicRoads going digital, and club endorsements going online, 
etc. 
 
GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
For Sale, Wants & Needs: Nil. 
 
Tips & Hints: 
Stewart discussed the checking of the dash pot oil in the carburetor and that Penrite makes an oil for this 
purpose.  Other companies have similar products that can be used for this purpose.  Leigh Wallace advised 
that Penrite has a museum in Wantirna South and suggested that our club could do a tour of it next year. 
 
Leigh also advised that our joint Swap Meet with the MG Car Club is planned to be held at Shannons 
situated at 40 Corporate Drive, Heatherton in February.  So start collecting whatever you want to get rid of 
for the Swap Meet.     
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.47pm followed by the Annual General Meeting. 
 
Ed James  
Secretary 
 

************************************************************************************** 
Upcoming Runs in October: 

 
26 October – The Percy Scicluna Morrykhana: 

 
Roxburgh College  
Meet at Thomastown McDonalds 30 Dalton Road Thomastown @ 09:00 or at College @10:00 
Please RSVP by 10 October to Stewart Carr 0409 215 907 so that we can arrange catering numbers. 

 
 

EVENTS CALENDAR 2025 - 2026 
Club Captain Mark Bosley 0407 418 115 or clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au 

 

Date: Event: Details: 
October 9th 
2025 

Speaker: Judy Shepherd – Occupational 
Therapist Driving Assessor 
Judy will talk about driving as we age. All 
welcome, please bring a guest or two. 
 

Club Rooms at the Club General 
Meeting 

October 26th  
2025 

The Percy Scicluna Morrykhana Roxburgh College  
Meet at Thomastown McDonalds 30 
Dalton Road Thomastown @ 09:00 
or at College @10:00 
Please RSVP by 10 October to 
Stewart Carr 0409 215 907 so that 

mailto:clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au
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we can arrange catering numbers. 
 

November Barefoot Bowling night – in place of the regular 
Club Meeting 
 

Details to follow 

6 December Xmas Function – Saturday 6 December 
 

Save the date, details to follow 

December 
2025 

Mince pies and Christmas cake, a chat, and some 
technical information. 
We will need a few volunteer cars for inspection. 
Details to be announced after consultation with the 
team in Moorabbin. 
 

Thorpe’s Garage 
 

February 
2026 
 

MG Car Club & Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria 
Swap Meet  

                    
 

Shannon's Insurance Buildings, 40 
Corporate Drive, Heatherton 
40 Corporate Dr, Heatherton VIC 
3202, Australia 
 
 

 
Run Report 

Sunday 28 September 2025 

Memorial Run Melton Entertainment Centre 

 
This was an multi club event is organised by the Geelong Morris Minor & BMC club to bring clubs together 
for a social event to remember past members. 
We had a great turn out with 19 members attending. 
We met in the car park for inspection of Morris Minor’s and a chat and vote for the best car on the day. A 
perpetual trophy is awarded to the winner of best car.  
There were 14 Morris Minors on display from all the clubs with people travelling from across Victoria. 
After inspecting cars, we all headed inside to the Bistro for lunch, a few drinks, and a catch up. 
We then had the announcement of the winner of best car, which was shared by Ben Booth & Tammy Baker 
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together with Colleen Barlow. Followed by speeches from Presidents of Geelong and our club. 
There were approximately forty people present with members from Geelong Morris Minor and BMC club, 
Ballarat Car Club, Central Victorian Car Club, Morris Car Club, and our club. 
 
It was another great combined event with clubs coming together to celebrate and enjoy each other’s 
company. We will continue to organise combined events with representatives from all clubs agreeing on 
the day to meet to plan more combined events. 
 

Thank you for all attending. 
Mark Bosley Club Captain 
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And the winners are: Colleen Barlow with Ben Booth & Tammy Baker 

Thank you to Graham Dines for the fantastic images 

 

Meet our newest Member Samantha Ellis: 
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Bought in Footscray in 1992, this fully imported deluxe factory black Morris Minor 1000 was originally 
gifted to its owner as an 18th birthday present before being used daily, then stored in a Maldon barn for 20 
years. Exported by J.A. Woodhouse in Germany and backed by a full UK heritage certificate, the car has 
undergone a nine-month sympathetic restoration with my father Craig, focusing on mechanical, electrical, 
and trim work while preserving original paint. The previous owner, deeply attached to the car, is delighted 
it has been restored to an excellent and reliable standard. 

Samantha’s dad, Craig Ellis drove this lovely car to the Point Cook Run in August. 

Samantha Ellis 
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Tech Tip - Engine Numbers 
Make -Model- Capacity- Engine Number Pre-Fix 
Morris Minor Series 2 803cc APHM 
 Morris Minor 1000 series 3 948cc APJM  
Morris Minor 1000 series 4 after 1956 948cc 9M  
Morris Minor 1000 series 5 1098cc 10MA  
Morris Minor series 5, close circuit breather 1098cc 10ME  
Morris 1000 GPO van 948cc 8AG after 1962  
Morris 1000 van, low compression 1098cc 10AB  
Morris 1000 van closed circuit breather 1098cc 10V.  
Morris Marina 1300 1275cc 12V 
 
Austin A30 803cc 2A  
Austin A35 948cc 9A  
Austin A35 van (optional) 848cc 8G (post 1962 all GPO.)  
Austin A40 Mk1 948cc 9A or 9D  
Austin A40 Mk2 948cc 9DB  
Austin A40 Mk2 1100 1098cc 10D or 10DD 
Austin Healey Sprite Mk1 948cc 9CG or 9CC  
Sprite Mk2/ MG Midget Mk1 1098cc 10CG  
Sprite Mk3/ MG Midget Mk2 1098cc 10CC (2" main bearings.)  
Sprite Mk4/ MG Midget Mk3 1275cc 12CC or 12CE home market 2CD or 12CJ N. America. 
 
Thank you to Mark Bosley for this interesting information. 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 

The Story of the Morris Minor...In A Dash (Part 3) 
 
Thank you to Phil Plumbe, who has provided this very interesting item which will be serialized 
 over the coming issues of the Generator. 
By Richard James 
My interest and love for the Morris Minor started at an early age. This is me at 18 months old with our 
1969 Morris Minor traveller in Trafalgar Blue called ‘Nelson’ - reg number  
MBK 387G. My parents sold the car in the late 70’s.  
 Series 2 1952 to 1954  
(fourth and fifth dash down on main picture) 
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2 examples of the Series 2 (above) the top dash shows the Smiths clock - an upgrade offered to customers 
when they bought a new Morris Minor from the dealership. The bottom dash shows the gold plastic 

badge that was factory fitted as standard during the production of the Series 2 - see larger example below: 
- 

 

 

 
 
The right-hand side of the wall display ……. 
 

 
 
Series 2 late model 1954 to 1956 - top dash in black (glovebox inserts still need fitting). 
 
1956 to 1959 - second dash from top in black. 
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1959 to 1961 - third dash from top in black 
 
1961 to 1964 - fourth dash from top in Rose Taupe. 
 
1964 to late 1971/early 1972 - bottom dash in Trafalgar Blue. 
 
The display also includes the following dash related items that I am gradually going through and 
refurbishing: - 
 
Steering Wheels used during the Morris Minor’s production. 
 
One each of the steering wheels used from 1948 to late 1971/early 1972, including the Austin badged 
steering wheel used in Austin badged Minor vans and pickups. 
 

 
Steering wheels.  Top left - Lowlight/Highlight 1948 to 1951.  Top right - Series 2 / Series 2 late 1950 to 
1956.  Middle left - 1956 to 1959.  Middle right - 1959 to 1964.  
Bottom left - 1964 to late 1971/ early 1972.  Bottom right - Austin badged 1968 to late 1971 / early 1972. 
Steering Columns from 1948 to late 1971/ early 1972. 
 
One each of the steering columns (in date order) used during production. Starting with the 
brown Lowlight steering column and finishing with the steering column with the attached steering lock.  
 

 



Page 19 of 28  
 

 
 

Far left – Lowlight / Highlight 1948 to 1951. Second from left – Series 2 and Series 2 late 1950 to 1956. 
Third from left (including two separate indicator/horn push combined units – one with a clear warning light 
lens and adjustable metal eye lid and the other with an upgraded orange warning light lens) – 1956 to 
1959. Fourth from left – 1959 to 1964.  
(Bakelite steering column cowlings and Lucas indicator unit used from 1959 to late 1971/early 1972) and 
last steering column 1971 to late 1971 /early 1972 used on late traveller, vans and pickups. 
 
Horn push and indicator combined unit  
 
A steering column with combined horn push and indicator unit was used from 1956 until 1959. The first 
unit used in 1956 had no flashing warning light on the appliance to indicate when the indicators were in 
use (this early unit is shown in the photo attached to the steering column – below right). The only initial 
indication for the driver that the indicators were in use, was a light illuminating on one of the four warning 
lights on the central gold faced speedo. BMC faced mounting criticism for its integrated horn push and 
indicator designed unit from car owners, the public and the press. The criticism also included the inability 
for the driver to clearly see when the indicator was in use as the only visual indication was the illuminated 
warning light on the speedo.  In 1957 the combined unit was modified to include a warning light with clear 
lens (bottom left unit in the photo below) which flashed when the indicator was in use. Due to the clear 
lens potentially dazzling the driver at night when the bulb was in use, an adjustable metal eyelid (painted 
black) was fitted to the plastic clear lens for the driver to adjust to eliminate this issue. At some point 
before the unit was discontinued in 1959, the unit was again upgraded. The clear lens and black metal 
adjustable eyelid were replaced with an orange lens (top left in below photo) which it was hoped would 
eliminate the dazzling effect on the driver at night without the need of having to adjust the metal eyelid. 
 In 1959 BMC discontinued the combined horn push and indicator unit. The horn push was relocated to its 
original location in the centre of the steering wheel and a separate indicator stalk unit continued to be 
located on the steering column, under the steering wheel. 
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More about dashboards in future editions of The Generator. Thanks again to Richard James and Phil Plumbe 
***************************************************************** 
Tips for Morris Minor 1000 Owners.    Parts A1 to A5 March 2025  
Thanks to Roger Lindsay, who sent through these fabulous tips for the care of your Morry.  
 
Advanced:   
 
A1: Block & Tackle.  If it is desired to say, remove the engine from your car, it can be done in your garage/shed.  
Small, mobile lifting cranes can be hired or purchased, but may be expensive.  A more permanent way is to use a less 
pricey block & tackle, suspended from the roof.  There are considerations though. 
 Most home car sheds these days are constructed as bolt-together frames of ‘C’ section steel, with a pitched 
roof.  The obvious place to hang a block & tackle is from the ridge, where the roof rafters meet.  The shed 
instructions usually advise that this apex should not be used to lift heavy objects, as this may distort the frame.  
However, they often show a dangling V8 engine in their promotional pictures, to show the strength of their frame. 
 Physics will tell you that any down weight from the apex, will distort the frame by causing the rafters to 
flatten a bit, thus causing the top of the side supports to bulge outwards.  By how much will depend on the weight. 
 There is a simple way to avoid this.  String a horizontal chain from the top of each wall post and tension it a 
bit.  When lifting the engine, the chain will take the load, thus keeping the frame rigid.  The chain should be capable 
of taking at least a 1 tonne load.  Include a turn-buckle to take up slack. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
P.S.  The chain will also serve as a clothes line for hanging up car panels, 
old chairs, a whipper snipper, etc. 
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A2: Brake cylinders.  Leaks can come from the -  
 
1. Brake pipes – 
Not common, but odd drips from under the car may be caused by leaking pipe joints.  Once traced, tighten them up. 
 
2. Master cylinder –   
Drips under the driver’s door will indicate a master cylinder leak.  It needs to be extracted to repair or replace.  
Access to it is best from the floor pan under the driver’s floor, where the rectangular piece of covering can be 
removed.  Limited access is also available from underneath, but will need some jacking up of the body (see Safety 
First section above). 
 Originally, the 2 bolts holding the unit to the chassis cannot be removed, because of fouling by the torsion 
bar!  Bad design.  Removing the torsion bar is tedious.  My solution - 
  1 Obtain 2 replacement bolts and nuts with similar length and diameter.  (Thorpe can supply originals.) 
  2 Loosen the holding nuts, knock the bolts out a bit, then cut their heads off with an angle grinder with a steel 
cutting disk. 
  3 Withdraw the bolts and disconnect the 2 attached brake pipes (7/8ths AF open spanner).  Note: Installation 
of the new bolts will be reversed, when re-attaching cylinder. 
  4 Once removed, the cylinder will need to be dismantled and examined.  The MM Workshop manual has an 
exploded view and instructions (Section N?).  However if game, careful extraction and noting the sequence, can be 
done. 
  5 You will need a Lockheed repair kit which is available from Thorpe or AutoBits.  Thorpe can also supply new 
replacement units. 
  6 Examine the cylinder bore and hone it out if necessary.  
  7 Install the new seals and other bits in the correct sequence. 
  8 Reinstall the whole unit in the chassis and bolt it in – nuts to the torsion bar side.  You can spot glue the nut 
and washer, to help positioning them.  Make sure the brake pedal operating rod is central in the rubber housing. 
  9 Attach the 2 brake pipes – it may help if the brass coupling is initially loose, to help align the pipes. Re-
tighten the coupling and pipes. 
  10 Operate the brake pedal to see it moves in and out easily.  If so, fill the unit with brake fluid, to just under 
the screwed lip.  Replace the cap, as fluid will squirt upwards when the pedal is operated.   
  11 You will now need to bleed all 4 wheels. 
 
3. Wheel cylinders - 
Drips down the inside of a wheel rim will indicate a wheel cylinder leak. They will need new rubber seals, or 
replacing.  To remove the cylinder will require removing the brake shoes, then disconnecting the piping starting from 
the mudguard.  Use a pair of multigrips to squeeze the piston into the cylinder, to allow the unit to be detached from 
the backing plate. 
 Once the cylinder is removed, it may be found that the internal piston is rusted in.  Unfortunately this is 
common, and usually will show in reduced braking efficiency, and even by the car veering to one side when braking. 
 Banging the cylinder and/or levering it may work, but often doesn’t, thus requiring a new cylinder.  If the 
piston comes out, remove the seal and examine the bore for scratches.  Hone it out if necessary.  Insert a new 7/8ths 
seal on the piston, and reinstall it together with the piping.  
 Note:  Be aware that the above methods have only a 50% chance of success.  It may still leak if the cylinder 
bore is not well smoothed.  Fortunately, new cylinders are available. 
 An oddity about the humble brake bleeder - the rear brake cylinders use the old 7/8ths bleeder, whereas the 
front cylinders use a 10mm one.  Metric sneaking in! 
 
 
A3: Brake Shoes. 
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 When replacing front brake shoes, it is often difficult to attach the 
return springs and assemble the shoes onto the backing plate – the spring 
ends tend to pop out.  A solution is to assemble the shoes and springs on a 
bench, then secure the arrangement by plugging the spring holes.  Use 
rubber or plastic plugs that fit the hole diameter and tap them in. 
 The unit can then be carefully threaded over the wheel hub and 
stretched onto the cylinders. Use a screwdriver in the shoe slot to raise the 
adjuster end, and slide in the adjuster.  Remember to remove the plugs 
before installing the brake drum and adjusting the shoes. 
 
 

A4: Cup holders. 
 

 
   
Sadly missing, but there is a way to provide them by using the left 
glove box door.  A bit primitive and will need a cup holder, to avoid 
the cups from tipping over when cornering.   
 
 
 
 
. The task then is to anchor the door in a horizontal position 
when opened.  This can be achieved by attaching a flexible stay 
(wire, chain or bootlace) to the top right hand lip of the door, then 

to the cardboard glove box.  (Note: If your car doesn’t have the glove box, you will need to attach the top anchor to 
the dash with an ugly screw head showing.)  Steps are – 
 
Anchors - 

1 Cut out two flat bits of metal approx. 2cm by 1cm? – an IKEA type bracket without slots is ideal. 
  2 Drill a 3mm hole in each, about 3mm in from the edge. 
  3 Drill another 3+mm hole in each, about 3mm in from the other edge. 
 This hole will needs to be wide enough for the stay to pass through  easily. 
  4 Bend them into right angles at about 5mm from the 3mm edge. 
 
Bottom anchor - 
  5 Best to remove the door first.  Position the bottom anchor about 1 cm  down from the top right lip, with 
the tongue pointing inwards.  
  6 Drill a matching 3mm hole in the door lip. 
  7 Attach the anchor with a pop rivet, tongue pointing inside, rivet  head on the outside. 
  8 Check the door still closes, else tap the rivet head in a bit. 
 
Top anchor - 
  9 The top anchor point needs to be about 1cm in and 1cm down 

from the top right bend of the cardboard box. Mark the spot and partially remove the box to gain access.  
For neatness the 2 stay holes should be lined up vertically. 

10 Drill a 3mm hole and glue 2 washers either side  
to strengthen this anchor point. 

  11 Attach the top anchor with a 3mm, 5+mm long pop rivet, or by a  suitable bolt and locknut.  
Stay - 
  12 Reinsert box and door and screw them down. 
  13 Thread the stay through both anchors and adjust the length to keep the  door horizontal.  Trim off any 
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excess. 
  14 Modify a cup holder so that it will fit inside the glove box when closing  the door.  Glue the holder down 
with Blue Tack.  
  15 Check door closes.  If so, Cheers! 
 
 
A5: Adding lighting fuses.  Can be done by a DIYer if careful, else enlist 
an auto electrician.  The lighting wires as supplied are not fused. 
 The wires to fuse are connected to the lighting switch terminals under the dash.  Once the switch is 
removed, note that terminal S1 has 3 red wires connected - (panel, side, tail), and S2 has 1 blue wire for the 
headlights.  (For info, the A terminal has 2 wires (brown & blue), one brings power in from terminal A1 on the control 
box, and the other connects to the ignition switch.)  Note:  Wire colours may vary.  
Steps are – 

1 Purchase 2 Inline fuse holders and 2 spare fuses from an Auto shop.  The holder comes with a 10 amp fuse 
which is adequate.  Bare the wire ends by a cm. 

  2 Isolate the battery. 
  3 Remove the Bakelite light switch knob on the dash by pressing in the pin underneath. 
  4 Unscrew the lights switch, withdraw it, and carefully dangle it such that  you can get at the terminals. 

5 Extract the 3 red wires from S1 and combine them with a fuse holder wire.  Suggest you solder the join.  Use 
a plastic wire joiner as used by house electricians in junction boxes, to hold and insulate the 4 wires and 
prevent any shorting on the dash. 

6 Insert the other end of the fuse holder wire into S1 and tighten. 
 Let the fuse holder dangle down, 

  7 Connect battery and test (panel, side, tail) lights are working. Disconnect battery. 
 

8 Repeat steps 5-7 above for the headlight wire in S2, and your 2nd fuse holder. 
 

9 Finally, for neatness, loop the 2 fuse holders up under the dash and secure them with cable ties.  Re-connect 
battery, and switch on lights to check all are working. 

  10 Battery off.  Replace switch and knob in dash.  Battery on.  Well done! 
 
 Overkill, but I also carry a large Dolphin type torch and a small red lens one.  In the event of a blackout, I 
would tape the Dolphin onto the bonnet handle, pointing it down the road, and tape the red one onto the back 
bumper.  This would allow me to proceed slowly down the road.  With modern LED bulbs, the torches should shine 
for 15 minutes or more.  Also, at this low speed, the chances of hitting a kangaroo will be less likely. 
 
*********************************************************************************************** 
 

TRADING PLACES 
email editor@morrisminorvic.org.au 

or 
Contact: Barb Went 0409 002 531 

 
When submitting items for the trading places would you kindly include your contact details so that anyone 

interested in your item can contact you. Thank you. Your advertisements will appear for 3 months running. After that date it 
will be removed unless you request it to be re-listed. If you do sell your advertised item, would you kindly notify the editor via 
email editor@morrisminorvic.org.au or phone 0409 002 531 so your advertisement can be removed from the Generator. 

 
 
Set of 4 Morris Minor wheels          1. 
 
Stripped then repainted in Morris Minor Carnation Red with proper hand painted yellow trim circles 

mailto:editor@morrisminorvic.org.au
mailto:editor@morrisminorvic.org.au
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Never been fitted to a car after painting 
Olympic Air-Ride crossply tyres that still have some life left 
$400 
 
Brian Glass 
Panlook1@iprimus.com 
 
*************************************************************************************** 
Roxburgh College Morry for Sale           
Expression of Interest:           3. 
 
It has come to the time where be let go of our beloved Morry. The restoration project would not have happened if it 
wasn’t for the support of the Morrykhana Club. We sincerely wish to thank everyone who has helped our students 
on this journey, especially Percy Scicluna. 
Its time for us to move on to a new project, while it will be sad to see the car gone, we hope it goes to someone who 
can get much joy from buzzing around in it. 
All enquiries – Jenny Mallinson 0399308171 or jennifer.mallinson@education.vic.gov.au 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*************************************************************************************** 
For Sale 1949 Morris Minor           3 
A project, ready to overhaul. Body has had repairs done many years ago. A little more rust is to be 
removed, than paint and all mechanicals yet to be overhauled. 

mailto:jennifer.mallinson@education.vic.gov.au
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Not registered. 
Price negotiable. 
Body is in Nyah. Post code 3594 
Contact Geoff Cane email preferred gvcane@bigpond.com phone 0408 703 517 

    
                        

*************************************************************************************** 

Morris Minor Heater for Sale          3 
 
I have a Morris Minor heater in good condition with demister vents for sale if anybody interested $350 plus 
post .Terry 0407285626. 

*************************************************************************************** 

Other Upcoming Events: 
Lesley and I along with Wayne and Lyn are planning on doing a tour of Tasmania in early February 2026 in 
our Morris Minors. The plan is to start in Geelong and board the Spirit of Tasmania at 8.30am for a day sail. 
It arrives in Devonport at 7pm. 
Itinerary is first night in Devonport then Sheffield, Deloraine, Launceston, Bridestowe, St Helens, Bicheno, 
Freycinet, Ross, Richmond, Hobart, Port Arthur, Russell Falls, Queenstown, Strahan, Gordon River, 
Roseberry, Tullah, Cradle Mountain, Smithton, Stanley (The Nut) then back to Devonport. We have yet to 
work out where the overnight stays will be. It will be about 21 days long.  About 1300 kms from leaving 
Geelong.  People can do a shortened trip if they want.   

 
Graham Dines 
 
Home:   (03) 9836 7415 
Mobile:  0400 893 483 
Email:   grahamdines22@gmail.com  

mailto:gvcane@bigpond.com
mailto:grahamdines22@gmail.com
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Florence Thomson Tour - May 1st to May 3rd 2026 

 

PLEASE NOTE - Applications close on November 28th 2025.. 
  

Ladies, the Florence Thomson Tour for female drivers in classic cars is happening again. 
We will be based in the midst of Victoria’s rich farming country, just 191kms form Melbourne. 

Click on the below button for more information on the tour and to download the application form. 
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Editor’s Report: 

Hello everyone, 

I would like to remind you all that Judy Shepherd, Occupational Therapist and Driving Assessor will be 
speaking at the 9th October Club Meeting. She is highly respected and will cover aspects that relate to 
driving assessments that may be recommended for medical reasons. She will cover when a driving 
assessment might be requested, who might make the request, the process for assessment and possible 
outcomes. 

Barb Went, Editor 

 

Image courtesy of Barb Went 
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