The Generator
September 2020 – Volume 45 – Number 09

A THING OF BEAUTY IS A JOY FOREVER

This is the beautiful Betty off to the Mornington Car Show
Driven by her proud owner Deidre on New Years Day 2020
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The MMCCV is a member of the AOMC. ARN. A0001386N ABN 47849670294
Send all correspondence to: PO Box 354, Balwyn Vic. 3103
Web Address: http://www.morrisminorvic.org.au
Email |secretary@morrisminorvic.org.au
Club meetings are held on the 2nd Thursday of each month
NEXT MEETING WILL BE HELD ON-LINE VIA ZOOM
On the 10th September 2020 at 8:00 pm.
You will receive an eMail invitation containing a link to join the meeting.
Club Committee Members 2019/2020
President

Braidy Davies

president@morrisminorvic.org.au

Vice President

Stewart Carr

vicepresident@morrisminorvic.org.au

Secretary

Ed James

secretary@morrisminorvic.org.au

Treasurer

Katie Hamilton

treasurer@morrisminorvic.org.au

Club Captain

Michael Dobson

clubcaptain@morrisminorvic.org.au

Membership Officer

Jim Gourlay

membership@morrisminorvic.org.au

Editor

Rob Smith

editor@morrisminorvic.org.au

Regalia Sales

Alan Todd

regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au

Webmaster

John Druery

webmaster@morrisminorvic.org.au

Member Assist

Barbara Urquhart

memberassist@morrisminorvic.org.au

CPS Registrar
National Rally Delegates

Wayne Cunningham
waynelyn5@bigpond.com
Richard McKellar & Mark Parritt

General Support Volunteers
Ann Druery
Marcus Ball
Percy Scicluna
Cheryl Scicluna
Henry Edwards
Sue Cheney
Bev O’Donnell
Trish Smith
Thanks to everyone who helps with the various chores necessary for the successful running of the club.

Members wishing to view THE GENERATOR on the Club Website, use the following…
Web Address:
www.morrisminorvic.org.au
Username:
mmccv
Current Password:
VaLve98346Stik
DISCLAIMER
This publication contains general information which does not necessarily reflect the views of the Club, its
Committee or Editor and should not be relied upon without specific advice from a qualified professional.

The Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria Inc. expressly disclaims liability for anything done or omitted to be
done by any person as a consequence of the contents of this publication.
The Club and its Officers shall not be responsible for any transactions begun as a result of information
published herein nor any misrepresentation made by an advertiser
Anyone wishing to reprint an article can do so provided the source is acknowledged.
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BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS FOR ELECTRONIC FUNDS TRANSFER
BSB No
:
ACCOUNT No
:
ACCOUNT NAME :

633 000
1469 35168
Morris Minor Car Club of Victoria Inc.

In the reference field, please quote your Membership Number and what the payment is for.

CLUB PERMIT SCHEME
Notice to all club permit holders. New applications and renewals are to be sent to
Wayne Cunningham, 4 Cullinan Court, Ballarat North, Vic 3350.
Phone 0407 994 642 or email: waynelyn5@bigpond.com
PLEASE APPLY AS EARLY AS POSSIBLE
New Permits:
You must be a paid-up club member for 6 months or more before you can apply for a new permit and you
must include $20 in cash or cheque, payable to the MMCCV.
When applying for a Permit for a…
Morris Minor. Please Send a Current RWC, with Proof of ownership, VicRoads Club Permit application,
Vehicle eligibility and standard declaration for club permit vehicle.
Non-Morris Minor. The request must be accompanied by all of the above plus proof of current
registration of a Morris Minor, held in the name of the applicant.
In addition to the above, 6 recent photos 1: Front, 2: Rear, 3: Driver’s side, 4: Driving position (side-on with
driver’s door open), 5: Chassis number or ID plate, 6: Engine Bay.
You must clearly sign and date the rear side of each of the 6 photos.
Renewals:
Do not forget to sign your renewal application.
If not signed it will be returned to you and so waste valuable time and postage.
.
Please send a stamped self-addressed envelope plus VicRoads Forms. No Photos needed.
Remember it is your responsibility to renew on time. There will be no reminders

Rules regarding club CPS responsibilities
A vehicle is not eligible for a Club Permit if any of the following conditions exist...
•
•
•
•
•

The member has ceased to be financial.
The vehicle is being used for commercial gain.
The vehicle is unroadworthy.
The vehicle is sold with logbook and plates.
The vehicle is sold to a friend so that a new logbook might be obtained.

There is a lot more to the Club Permit Scheme agreement.
The rules can be found on the VicRoads Website.

Page 3 of 18

Page 4 of 18

MMCCV Marketplace For all your CLUB REGALIA
Want to buy some gear? Contact Alan Todd
Mobile 0400 273 328 or email
regalia@morrisminorvic.org.au

Long Line Jacket
$75

Reversible Vest
$45

Long Sleeve Rugby
$40

Short Sleeve Polo
$35

Club Badge Keyring
$5

Club Cloth Patch
$12

Club Mug
$10

Club Logo Cap
$15

Apparel available to order…
Chambray shirts (pale blue) with club logo. $39.
Navy Scarf with logo.
$17.
Club lapel badge.
$10.
Various 2017 National Rally badges.

This forum is the common portal to link all the clubs together and where Morris Minor owners

from all over the country can swap information, search for parts, and make new friends.

http://www.morrisdownunder.com/forum/index.php
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President’s Report – September 2020
Greeting fellow Morry owners. Who could have predicted that we would be having difficulties
driving our cars – and it’s not a mechanical problem? I know there are very few fully registered
cars in the club and even less owned by essential workers who can travel more than 5km – I am
feeling very lucky to be able to drive my beautiful car to work. She is going like a dream at the
moment and I’m hoping the worst of the cold weather is over so starting in the mornings won’t
wake the neighbourhood. Starting every time, on the third attempt!
Speaking of neighbours, I have some of the best in
the universe. One of them always stops for a chat
when he can see me working on my car and he has
been developing his artistic side and drew me a
portrait of my Morry. It’s the second portrait this year
– do you remember young Henry’s drawing in my
June report? This is somewhat more sophisticated
and terrific work.
The Association of Motoring Clubs represents the
MMCCV and over 220 other car clubs to promote and
protect our cars. They represent us in negotiations
about club plates and road worthy issues. They also run the All British day which is their major
fund raiser each year and a zoom meeting of interested clubs was held to nut out how to proceed
and improve next year’s meeting. I was a quiet observer at the meeting as most of the other clubs
voiced my opinions on things such as how important it was to have other activities at these events
for the ‘other halves’ whose fascination with the mechanical does not match our own. There will
be a fashion parade through the ages at the next All British Day which sounds great to me!
Recently they have conducted a survey of their members to find out how clubs are operating in
these times. I was interested to know if many of them were continuing with keeping the club
active and apparently about 35% are using zoom for monthly meetings. Our monthly meetings
are a bit of socialising, and a bit of car talk and I hope we can continue to mix the two.
At the last meeting we discussed how to maintain our cars now that they are not getting their
regular exercise, especially in relation to the battery and brakes. We had a competition on the
most interesting travel item people had which was judged by the person who had been to the
greatest number of countries. Sue Lindsay won this with a rich total of 44 countries. She chose
as the winner, Rob Smith’s Gondolier doll from his first trip to Venice 30 years ago. This was
amid some terrific competition from such items as Bakelite light fittings from eastern Europe, a
South American gaucho sombrero and a 6-foot-high giraffe from Africa. Clearly this would have
been a difficult meeting at our club rooms! Thanks to everyone for participating. Also, thanks to
Percy and Cheryl for continuing to conduct the raffle under such different circumstances.
Next meeting there will be another novel competition and the opportunity to pick other people’s
brains about our beaut cars. I’m putting new carpets in mine and I wonder if anyone out there
has had any experience with sound proofing?
Join us on the second Thursday of the month using the Zoom link which will be emailed to you.
Braidy,
President MMCCV
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Vinnie The Venetian Gondolier 30 years on…All the way from Venezia 1989 - 2019

THE STORY OF VINNIE AND THE SMITHS
Trish and I were on our first trip to Italy back in September 1989 and one day happened to find
ourselves in that Wonderful Waterland, Venice. As we strolled around that magical place, we
came upon a souvenir stand and there he was just waiting for us to come along and take him
to our heart. Moments later a few lire changed hands and Vinnie, as he was soon to be called,
joined our happy band and travelled around Europe with us, hanging from the ceiling of our
tour bus for the remainder of our adventure. We hooked up with some Aussies on the bus and
every ten years since that trip we all get together, including Vinnie, for a special reunion to
reminisce about that wonderful time long ago. As you can see in the photos, taken at our most
recent get-together in 2019, Vinnie scrubbed-up well after 30 years and proudly wore his 30year button though he still misses his Gondola and the Canals and the magic that is Venice.
Viva Vinnie! Rob Smith – September 2020.
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A REQUEST FOR ASSISTANCE
Hello There,
I am wondering if any of the members of the MMCCV might be able to assist me in tracing, or
finding if possible, my old 1952 low-lite MM, which I once had as an 18 year old, some 60 years
ago.
I purchased it from a gentleman in Herne Hill, Geelong, in a very sad state of repair. I
refurbished it both inside and out over the next two years and, when finished, painted it Light
Blue and had it registered as JPZ 108.
I kept it for about two years before selling it to a mate of mine with whom I have since lost
contact.
I have neither seen nor heard about the car since and was wondering if anyone would have any
information about it or its whereabouts.
Hoping you may be able to throw some light on my missing car and its history.
Regards.
Rob Lofts
0412 534 745

Launch of the Morris Eight in 1934
Bill Morris with a certain member of the Royal Family
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NEXT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
THIS EVENT HAS BEEN POSTPONED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE

A Message from the OAMC re VicRoads
To minimise contact by staff and public
Vic Roads Service Centres will no longer accept Club Permit Scheme payments.
Until further notice, club permit renewals can only be accepted by post at…

VicRoads
GPO Box 1644
MELBOURNE VIC 3001
Pleases advise your club members of this change to service.
Queries have also been received about applications for new permits.

The process for applying for

new permits has not changed and is described on VicRoads’ website.
New club permits can continue to be applied for at VicRoads’ Customer Service Centres.
Iain Ross.
President OAMC

A MESSAGE FROM VICROADS
While these are challenging and unprecedented times for everyone, it is important that while
people continue to drive that they do so safely.
The only reasons Victorians should be leaving their home are for: obtaining food and supplies,
medical care and care giving, exercise and work or education.
While you can continue to use your club permit vehicle, its use must only be in connection with
one of the above activities (as well as being in accordance with the usual rules for use of club
permit vehicles).
Victoria Police have powers to enforce social distancing laws and can issue substantial fines to
individuals who don't comply.
You may contact the VicRoads Call Centre on 13 11 71 within Australia (8.00am - 5.30pm Monday
to Friday), to discuss this further with a VicRoads consultant. You may also attend a VicRoads
Customer Service Centre (see: http://go.vic.gov.au/fMdBDj for locations and hours of operation)
if this would be more convenient.
Kind regards,
Belinda, VicRoads Contact Centre.
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Membership Report – September 2020
Membership statistics are as follows...
There are 167 Financial Members plus 7 Life members.
95 Cars are registered on the Club Permit Scheme.
Should you have any Membership queries or suggestions do not hesitate to
Contact me on - 9836 8563 or email - membership@morrisminorvic.org.au

Club Name Badges: These are available for $11.00 per person, contact me to order a badge. Come
to a meeting in your Morrie, wearing your badge, and be in the running to choose a prize from the raffle
table.

No new membership applications have been received this month.

.Feel

Better & Get Well Soon

To any members of our Club who are unwell or recuperating, we hope you are back with us soon.
If you know of any member/s who are on the sick list, please let me know.

*** HAPPY BIRTHDAY ***
September Birthday Bunch
Gavin Dyne
Chester McKaige
McKenzie Thomas
Geoff Shepherd
John Mason
Bruce Kerr

Gino Balestra
Teresa DiPilla
Wayne Cunningham
Meg Jenkins
Charmaine Kenner
Trevor Sarbach

Rob Smith
Gillian Asquith
Neil Cheney
Andrew Rogerson
Michael Edwards
John Perlak

Jim Gourlay - Membership Officer
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Suzanne Johns
Michelle Jurgens
Charmian Hopwood
Edward Degabriele
Adele Allcock
Mark Powell

Club Captain’s Report – September 2020

Hi everyone,
Hoping you are all keeping safe and well.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank all those members who have submitted their Morry
stories for publication in The Generator as this, together with Zoom meeting attendance, keeps
the Club going in these difficult times. There are a few more stories in the pipeline for publication
which I am sure you will also find very interesting.
To recognize the efforts of members who have submitted stories to date and, to encourage more
members to do so, the Committee has recently decided to award a $25 gift voucher to each
member, to be announced at each month’s Zoom meeting. Also, at the time when Covid
restrictions are eased to allow the Club to have a normal meeting, the Committee will award a
significant prize to the member judged to have submitted the most interesting story. (As I initiated
the idea of member stories and submitted the first story I have excluded mine from the judging)
Keep those stories coming people and I hope to see you at the next Zoom meeting on Thurs 10
September.
Michael Dobson – Club Captain September 2020

CAPTAIN MORRY MMCCV
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Katie Hamilton – Treasurer - MMCCV
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Katie Hamilton – Treasurer - MMCCV
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ME AND MY MORRY
By
Ken Urquhart
The Motor Cycle
The journey of ownership and restoration of my Morry had its beginnings going back to the 1990’s
I was very interested in the restoration of early British Motorcycles having owned various
machines over the years.
One in particular was a Norton Big 4 (you may think this was a multi-cylinder machine as the
name implies) .It was the Norton model 4 with roots going back to the
1920’s , continually developed over the years, many were produced for
the military ,many with sidecars. Mine was a 1949 model and by that
time it had grown to 600 cc and was a popular outfit.
This was restored this over a period of 18 months and managed to get
a 2nd place in an annual concourse with the Classic Motorcycle Club of
Victoria. The plan was to fit a period sidecar to the Norton, but this did not happen.
Had a good friend in the MMCCV, Ern Miller, he was President at the time, and we were invited
to join in a couple of Club runs, we thought what a lot of friendly people. So, the search began for
a Morry.
Looked at about 20 vehicles, I wanted an original car, but most viewed had been modified.
The Morris Minor
Purchased mine from an ad in the Age newspaper, a black 2 door 1962 model sedan, it ran
extremely well and the interior was original. The major thing that was wrong it was fitted with
oversize tyres and incorrect rear mudguards. The odometer showed 45000 miles and no, it had
not been around the clock. The car had been rustproofed from new.
Started by removing the engine and gear box, prior to cleaning up the engine bay, dropped the
sump and inspected one bottom end bearing and one main, both in perfect condition.
I reassembled the engine, fitting a new water pump, timing chain, cover seal, new clutch and
thrust bearing, then sprayed engine and gearbox with Morry Green paint.
Car was taken to the panel shop and resprayed below the belt line.
AC electric fuel pump failed a few times on early runs, obtained a set
of double points then fitted a rear pusher pump with a switch under
the dashboard. This solved the problem, also had one rotor button
failure.
We attended most National Rallies over the years with Black Bess
winning the Original section each time. Over the years we attended
many runs and weekends away.

Black Bess

Participated in four 3B trips in Black Bess a 2-door black sedan (Ken & Barbara Urquhart),
Buttercup a yellow ute (Wayne Cunningham & Lyn Waites) and Boris a 4 door cream sedan (Ian
& Pam Donald)) to all points of the compass. North to Broken Hill, West to the Flinders Ranges
and Perth, East to the Snowy Mountains, and South to North West Tassie.
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Perth 2003, Broken Hill/Flinders Ranges 2004, Snowy Mountains 2006, NW Tassie 2007.
Our accommodation ranged from cabins, motels, three bed cottages,
three bedroomed houses to apartments. We self-catered with
occasional meals in pubs. We had yellow tops made and each year the
trip was printed on the back (see picture). We wore these mainly when
we ate out and they did attract a fair bit of attention as did the cars. We
travelled in convoy using 2-way radios as our means of communication.
Mostly the trip lasted 3 weeks plus. We saw and did everything possible,
certainly had the best of times.
The car was sold to a Club member as I could no longer drive a manual
safely. The odometer at that time showed about 95000 miles and still
had not had the head off.
Been to lots of places, made lots of friends and thoroughly enjoyed the journey.
Ken Urquhart – September 2020
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GENERAL MEETING MINUTES OF THE MORRIS MINOR CAR CLUB OF VICTORIA INC.
HELD VIA ZOOM ON THURSDAY 13TH AUGUST 2020
The President welcomed the members present and opened the meeting at 8.02pm.
Committee members present: President: Braidy Davies; Secretary: Ed James; Club Captain: Mike
Dobson; Editor: Rob Smith; Membership: Jim Gourlay and Regalia: Alan & Liam Todd.
Attendance: Approximately 29 members were present via Zoom.
Apologies: Wayne Cunningham & Katie Hamilton. New Members: No new members or visitors.
Office Bearers’ Reports: Reports by various Office Bearers are contained within the Generator.
GENERAL BUSINESS
1. Braidy advised that she had participated in the AOMC Zoom meeting about the All British Day to
be held at Yarra Glen Racecourse next March. They were wanting input from clubs about the
event.
2. Mark Parritt advised that all information relating to the Touring Club is still to be sent to Wayne
Cunningham.
3. Jim Gourlay looked at the clubhouse and advised that the roof is being repaired which should
solve the problem of water getting into the building.
4. Braidy advised that financially the club is doing well as we are not paying rent for the hall or other
events. We are therefore looking at spending more at meetings with competitions, etc. We are
looking for suggestions for other ways to spend money within the club.
5. Neil Cheney advised that the renewal of CPS Permits can be done up to 90 days after due date
so long as the vehicle has not been driven during that time.
6. For Tips & Hints, Stewart Carr briefly discussed technical issues such as: the Mazengarb head
conversion for side valve motors (more details on our website) which was very expensive and
hard to find; the reintroduction of the classic “British” Ryco Filter – The Z23; and alternative
sourcing of tyres for Morris Minors as they are the same size as the tyres used on Lancias
(Stuckey Tyres in Brunswick was a suggested source made by someone);
7. In discussions about the current shutdown resulting in members not regularly driving their Morris
Minors, Marcus advised that the brake pedal needs to be pumped often but to be effective this
must be done with the handbrake off. Braidy thought it was still best to do short trips at present
within the 5 kilometre radius of home on say an essential shopping trip. It is OK to use club
permit car for such a legitimate purpose. Alternatively, it is good to at least turn the motor over
every couple of days. Advice was also given that if leaving 95 unleaded fuel in your car that it will
go off after a few months. A stabiliser can be put in the fuel which will enable it to keep for a few
years. The water in the radiator should be OK if it has a corrosion inhibitor in it;
8. Richard McKellar discussed disc brakes for use in a front-end conversion. If Marina or Torana
disc brakes are used, then the Morris Minor wheels can still be used. You can also get a booster
kit for the master cylinder to improve drum brakes. Can also fit Morris Major brakes to a Morris
Minor for improved braking.
9. Ed advised that an enquiry was received from a Rob Lofts about his first car being a 1952 low-lite
Morris Minor Registration Number JPZ 108. He wants to know if any of our members know of its
whereabouts. This enquiry will be put in the next Generator.
10. Mike advised of an article writing competition for the Generator. Articles can be written about
members’ Morris Minors or other collectable car or their hobbies and interests. The Committee
has agreed that the writer of a story that is published in the Generator will get a $25 gift voucher.
At the end of the year a major prize will be awarded for the best story written during the year.
Vouchers will be given to the writers of stories already submitted. Braidy will put a notice on our
Facebook page and email a notice to members about this competition.
11. The competition for best overseas memento was judged by Sue Lindsay as she has visited over
40 countries. The competition was won by Rob Smith for his Gondola memento.
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.14pm followed by the drawing of the raffle.
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Ed James, Secretary

Trading Places – September 2020
email editor@morrisminorvic.org.au
or
Contact: Rob Smith: 0407 313 859

FOR SALE

2

Morris Minor Parts & Accessories

5 Steel front Valances. $25 each.
4 Chrome Bumper Bars. $25 each.
1 Bumper Joining piece. $25.
2 Rear Chrome Bumper Bars. $25 each.
All bumper parts are restorable.
Contact me, Wayne Cunningham, on Mob. 0407 994 642.
Thankyou.

FOR SALE

2

Morris Minor Parts

Having sold my Morrie I have the following parts for sale:
1 Set of two new Front Park/Flasher Lights, complete with bulbs. $70.
1 Recondition Starter Motor. $70.
1 Set of two, used, repainted Rear Park/Stop/Flasher Bases, with Rubber Gaskets. $120.
1 Brand new Green Carpet Set including underfelt for M/Minor 1000. $150.
If you are really interested in any of these items please make me an offer.
Contact me, John Irving, via email jwirving@bigpond.com
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FOR SALE

2

Morris Minor Custom
Accessory

1 only Custom Rotisserie.
This consists of a front
stand, with fixing plate, and
a rear stand which attaches
to a possible towbar or the
rear bumper fittings.
As you can see in the pix,
the front plate on stand connects to the bumper
bar supports and the rear plate connects onto a
towbar or the bumper supports so that the car can
rotate on its axis.
Using these specially made stands it is possible to
work on any part of the car whilst standing
vertically. No sore backs at the end of the day
and so easy to rotate the chassis to get at hard to
reach parts. Makes spraying easier.
Selling for $400. Materials alone cost $450.
You can contact me, Rob Rooth, on Mob. 0402 087 166
I am located in Olinda. Thankyou.

FOR SALE

2

Morris Minor Parts

1 Pair of as-new, unused Bonnet Hinges. $100.
1 Pair of as-new, unused Boot Hinges. $90.
1 Set of hockey stick grill pieces. $80.
1 Top grill chrome piece $100.
Please call Robert McLean on 9551 5996.
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